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What Do We Mean by 
Broadband 

Infrastructure? 













Why is Broadband Such 
a Crucial Concern?



The Digital Divide 



Why Speeds Matter
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Cost Comparison between Salt Lake City and Boise







Grant Funding
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Idaho Broadband 
Advisory Board
and Future Grant 
Funding

• Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
formed in 2021

• $10 million for Cares Act Grant 
Projects.

• Creating Statewide Broadband 
Plan

• $35 million for State Grants

• Capital Projects Fund: $118 
million

• Infrastructure Bill: +$100 million



Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds (ARPA Dollars)

• Grants to Idaho Cities and Counties and State

• Idaho’s Share | $1.19 billion

• Counties Receive $346,590,252 for 44 Counties

• Cities Receive $233,088,607

• Make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure. 

• Broadband projects must deliver speeds of 100/100 Mbps or if unfeasible 
100/20Mbps. 

• Defines project areas as areas without wireline delivery of 25/3Mbps.

• Delivers broadband to locations/households (last mile). 



Capital Projects Fund (ARPA)

• Dollars to State of Idaho for Broadband Infrastructure

• Idaho’s will receive $125 million

• Projects must provide broadband that delivers speeds of 100/100 Mbps or 
if that isn’t feasible 100/20Mbps. 

• Target unserved (25/3Mbps) areas  and underserved (100/20) areas.

• Should deliver to locations/households (last mile).

• Service provider partner must provide an affordable broadband monthly 
plan and participate in the FCC’s Emergency Broadband Benefit Program. 





Infrastructure Bill

• Idaho will receive at least $100 million

• NTIA administering and writing rules 

• Underserved Speeds will be 100/20Mbps, Unserved Speeds 
25/3Mbps. 

• Delivery of 100/100Mbps and 100/20 Mbps for new investment. 

• Must deliver to locations/households (last mile) 

• 25% Match required. Communities can use ARPA funding. 

• Additional Grant Dollars for Digital Divide Activities and Middle Mile. 
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STEM Jobs in 
Technology







What Communities 
Can do Now
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Form a Broadband Action Team



Research Existing Infrastructure, Policies, 
Needs, and Create a Plan



Partner on Existing Infrastructure Projects
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Leverage 
Federal, State, 
Local, Public, and 
Private Funding 
Sources
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Address the Digital Divide 
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Resources on the 
Idaho Commerce Page



Questions? 
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