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INDUSTRY’S EXCELLENT EDUCATORS 
DEDICATED TO STEM – INDEEDS
Each year at the Idaho Technology Council’s (ITC) Hall of Fame event, the organization 
awards and recognizes innovative leaders who have made a significant contribution to 
the state’s technology community. Innovative educators play a critical role in Idaho’s 
technology future by building the bridge from classrooms to careers with skills that 
students will need to succeed. 

Sarah Oosterhuis, pre-engineering teacher at Renaissance High School in Meridian, 
received the Idaho STEM Action Center Industry’s Excellent Educators Dedicated to STEM 
(INDEEDS) Award at this year’s ITC virtual Hall of Fame event. INDEEDS is an annual peer-
nominated, industry-selected award supported this year by Vynyl, Battelle Energy Alliance, 
Micron Foundation, Discovery Center of Idaho, and Idaho Technology Council.

Sarah utilizes her Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering Degree, industry experience, 
and Master of Science in STEM Education to continuously improve her lessons. Her 
class, “Civil Engineering and Architecture” draws students from multiple West Ada district 
high schools.

Sarah has taught engineering at Renaissance High School in Meridian since 2008 and 
serves as an adjunct instructor at Northwest Nazarene University and University of 
Idaho, offering college credit opportunities to high school students. She has served as 
a Technology Student Association advisor for 11 of her 13 years in education, providing 
growth opportunities for engineering and technology students beyond the classroom. 
She also has served on the advisory board of the Idaho Technology Student Association 
for the last five years, first as secretary from 2016-2019 and since then as vice president.

MERIDIAN: 
EDUCATOR BUILDS INTEREST 
IN CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

STEM is about more than Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math. It’s about engaging 

with the world through creativity, collaboration, 
and innovation.

And STEM skills give Idahoans a competitive 
edge in the workplace; preparing them for 

high-paying, high-demand careers in agriculture, 
healthcare, computer science, and more. 

STEM…Helping build a prosperous Idaho!



STEM IS ALL AROUND US
“We live in a world where technology is lending us a hand at every turn,” Oosterhuis said. “If 
we’re in the kitchen or on the football field or a launch pad with a rocket that’s headed to Mars, 
humans keep figuring out ways to make better tech. The trick is how we can equitably and 
ethically design, build, and maintain this complex world. I believe the answer lies in building a 
strong foundation in our K-12 schools, creating a pipeline into STEM education and careers that 
reflect the needs and diversity of the world we live in. Creating a high-quality STEM foundation 
is not only key to a competitive labor market and economy, but also to a more harmonious and 
equitable society in which all citizens have access to high-quality and relevant education and 
thereby careers.”

STEM learning is important for future careers that are as varied as scientists, programmers, and 
construction.  According to the Idaho Department of Labor, 2020-2030 Long Term Occupational 
Projections, Construction and Extraction Occupations are expected to grow by 31.8%. Sarah 
is showing her students how STEM coursework can be applied to real-world construction and 
architecture projects.
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GET INVOLVED TODAY!
Your participation is essential for 
Idaho’s success! There are many ways 
for you to engage with STEM education. 
Mentor. Volunteer. Donate. Partner. 
Help us build a path to prosperity for 
all Idahoans.
 
LEARN MORE
To learn more about the STEM Action 
Center’s strategies, success stories, 
and positive impacts in your community, 
email: admin@stem.idaho.gov or visit 
stem.idaho.gov.
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STEM IS EVERYWHERE
AND FOR EVERYONE!

Building STEM through:
WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMENT
focused partnerships 

with industry and universities.

EDUCATOR 
ACCESS

to STEM professional development 
throughout Idaho.

STUDENT STEM 
COMPETITIONS

and camp support.

https://stem.idaho.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/IdahoSTEMAC/
https://www.instagram.com/idahostemac/
https://twitter.com/idahostemac

