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February 18th Minutes

• Vote to approve
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STEM AC and WDC Consolidation Updates

Legislation signed into law

Physical office space is complete and all employees will be 
at the Jefferson location

Communication acknowledging dissolution of STEM AC as 
agency on both websites and social media uptick begins 
late June and early July

Future STEM related grants will be handled by WDC’s 
Outreach Committee
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STEM AC and WDC Consolidation Updates

STEM Action Center Achievements Workforce Development Council Achievements

EDUCATION IMPACT 

Considerably expanded STEM-focused professional 

development offerings with thousands of educator 

interactions through numerous opportunity types.  

WORKFORCE BASED LEARNING

Established WBL Continuum in partnership with workforce and education 

entities. Led Apprenticeship Idaho Coalition; executed Youth Apprenticeship 

Readiness Grant serving 400+ Idaho youth.

SCHOOL INTEGRATION

Designated Idaho's first four STEM schools and created 

the STEM Diploma for rigorous STEM coursework 

completion.

EMPLOYER ALIGNMENT

Implemented Talent Pipeline Management® statewide to meet current and 

future industry needs.

COMPUTER SCIENCE LEADERSHIP

Became second state nationally recognized for strong 

CS policies, requiring CS courses in all high schools.

GRANT SUPPORT

Provided over $150M in grants for training and industry-wide workforce 

initiatives, including $88M through Idaho LAUNCH and $30M for childcare 

expansion.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

Doubled STEM interactions to 400,000+ annually, 

building interest in STEM career pathways.

CROSS-SECTOR COORDINATION

Facilitated collaboration between government, nonprofits, and businesses to 

address workforce gaps.

TEACHER-INDUSTRY CONNECTION

Implemented Externship Program placing hundreds of 

educators in businesses to gain real-world workforce 

skills.

STRATEGIC PLANNING

Identified and prioritized high-demand careers requiring postsecondary skills 

to guide educational focus. Elevated the dialogue and identified alternative 

education pathways for Idaho’s students to fill Idaho’s most in-demand 

occupations.



STEM Connect Grants
STEM Connect Grant Recipients:

STEAM World 
Butte County Joint District 
University of Idaho McCall Outdoor Science School 
Discovery Center of Idaho 
Growing the STEM 
College of Eastern Idaho 
Challis Public Library 
Wild Hearts Idaho 
LPOSD 21st CCLC After School Program 
West Ada Education Foundation 
SFHS Drone Club 
Children’s Museum of the Magic Valley 
Girl Scouts of Silver Sage 

Total organizations: 13 
$200,000+ Awarded



STEM Mini-Regional Grants Region 1& 2
Summary of Mini- Regional Grants:

Total organizations:16

Region 1:
Idaho Hills Elementary: West Bonner County School District
 Alpha + Robotics
Growing the STEM
Envirothon
Woodland Middle School Engineering Class
Bamboo Lab: Lakes Middle School
Invented Instruments: Lakes Middle School
 Venture Academy
EVO Classroom Kit: CDA School District:Jasmine Hill 
Gizmo CdA Scholarships Region 2:

Growing Wings, Opening Pathways
Science on Ice
Fun with STEM
GCL STEM
CWOC Handheld GPS Units
Clearwater Valley Elementary

$  33,572.60 



STEM Mini-Regional Grants Region 3
Summary of Mini- Regional Grants:

Total organizations:18
$  42,358.64

Region 3:
ASM Materials Camp for Teachers: Boise State University
 From Code to Creation: Middleton School District # 134
Museum Field Trips: Children's Museum of Idaho
Botball Robotic Learning Through Fun: West Ada School District #2
Homedale High School Robotics
Bookmobile Summer STEM Park Visits: Nampa Public Library
STEM Through the Lens: Payette School District # 371
Farm Ecosystems: Wilder School District #133
STEM Around the Bend Lab: Horseshoe Bend School District # 73
New Plymouth School District # 372
Trees Idaho
Podcasting at HMS: Homedale School District # 370
Victory Branch Library STEM Grant :Ada Community Library
STARBASE Advanced HS Program: DoD STARBASE Idaho
Quackens FTC Robotics Team
Project Impact STEM Academy
Outdoor Science, Astronomy, andTechnology Exploration: Girl Scouts of Silver Sage
STEM for Early Learning: Caldwell School District 132



STEM Mini-Regional Grants Region 4-6
Summary of Mini- Regional Grants:

Total organizations:29

Region 4:
Shoshone Robotics Program: Shoshone School District 312
Boys and Girls Club of Magic Valley- Rupert
Gooding Public Library Summer 2026 STEM
Shoshone Public Library
Burley Public Library Teen Makerspace
Jerome Middle School: Jerome School District 261
Trailer Circuits STEM Kit: Bliss School District 234
Murtaugh STEM Lab Expansion:Murtaugh School District 418
Digital Science, Field Exploration, and Troop STEM Support: Girl Scouts of Silver Sage
Enhancing STEM at West Minico: Minidoka County School District 331

Region 5:
Haywire FRC 1569: Pocatello/Chubbuck School District 25
Mission to the Moon: Bear Lake School District 33
STEM Trailers: Oneida County Library
Boys and Girls Clubs of Southeast Idaho
STEM at South Bannock Library District
 North Gem Elementary: North Gem School District 149
West Side School District 202
American Falls Joint School District 381
Glen Allen Project: Boys and Girls Clubs of Southeast Idaho
Environmental Science Exploration and Troop STEM Support: Girl Scouts of Silver Sage

$64,271.00 

Region 6:
Ammoknights Robotics/Rocky Mountain Robotics Coalition

Challis Public Library

Farnsworth Middle School: Jefferson School District 251

FernWaters Charter School

STEAM World

United Way of Idaho Falls and Bonneville County

2026 STEM Industry Symposium: College of Eastern Idaho

Idaho Science and Technology Charter School

Teton School District 401



Idaho Digital Literacy 2-Day Workshop
Grades 9-12th

• 22 Idaho Educators Registered to Attend

Graduation Requirement Support
 • Equipping 9–12 educators with resources and strategies to 
meet the new graduation requirement
 • Supporting implementation through relevant, career-connected 
STEM learning experiences
 • Strengthening classroom instruction aligned to Idaho workforce 
pathways and student readiness
 • Building educator confidence in preparing students for future 
education and career opportunities

A statewide effort to support educators, strengthen instruction, 
and prepare future-ready graduates.

Program Snapshot

Registered Participants
Registration is currently open. 22

Coeur d'Alene 7

Idaho Falls 6

Boise 9

Reach 3 Locations

17 unique districts/organizations 

represented 

 2,000–3,500 Idaho Students: 
Estimated Student Reach from 
Current Enrollment

Supporting Educators for the New Graduation Requirement
Registration is currently open.



I-STEM Summer Institute

Statewide Reach and Educator Engagement

• 515 Idaho Educators Registered to Attend

• Representing formal and informal education across the state

• 57 Instructors and Assistants Leading Learning

• Supporting delivery across the I-STEM Summer Institute

Institute Impact
• Advancing career connected learning through real world STEM 
experiences
• Learning strands aligned to Idaho’s in demand careers and workforce 
pathways
• Industry partner engagement connecting education to workforce 
needs
• Strengthening STEM teaching, learning, and student career readiness 
across Idaho
A statewide investment in STEM education, workforce alignment, and 
future ready learners

Program Snapshot

Registered Participants 515

Instructors and Assistants 57

Educator Audience
Formal and Informal 

Idaho Educators

Reach 6 Locations Statewide

35,000 Students 
Impacted



Advancing STEM & CS Education across Idaho

Strengthening the education to career pipeline

Keeping students at the center of this work



VISION

“A student-centered education system that 
creates opportunities for all Idahoans to 
improve their quality of life.”



MISSION
We champion strategies that prepare Idahoans 

for careers that meet employers’ needs.

VISION
We envision a future where Idaho’s diverse and 

prepared workforce meets the needs of our 

unique communities and employers.

The New Chapter

18

GOALS: Draft

Goal 1: Increase public awareness of and access to career 
education and training opportunities. Draft

Goal 2: Improve the effectiveness, quality, and coordination 
of programs and services designed to maintain a highly 
skilled workforce. Draft

Goal 3: Provide for the most efficient use of federal, state, 
and 
local workforce development resources. Draft



What-We-Do

Education & Careers





FUTURE OF THE STEM ACTION CENTER

STEM Advisory Board: 
Board will dissolve in June 2026, three members moving to WDC 
Outreach Committee to contribute toward committee’s mission

21



Thank You
Worked to ensure every Idaho student could access STEM 
opportunities

Equipped educators statewide with real-world STEM 
teaching tools – i-STEM still going after 20 years!

Supported students through scholarships and pathways

Fostered industry and education partnerships
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