
Are you passionate about making science learning engaging and fun for students? 

Do you want to collaborate with peers as you prepare for Idaho’s new science 

standards? Are you looking to grow as a professional and learn rigorous science?  

If so, we invite you to join the STEM Action Center and WestEd’s Making Sense of 

SCIENCE for summer professional learning!  

The following courses will be offered in Boise this summer: 

Earth Systems for teachers of grades 5–9

July 9–11 (travel and $270 stipend available)

• Science Investigations offer adult-level, 
hands-on explorations of phenomena 
while engaging in scientific practices 
(e.g., developing models, arguing 
from evidence). This course takes a 
systems approach to learning about 
the hydrosphere, the geosphere, and  
interactions within and between these 
Earth systems.

• Literacy Investigations focus on the role 
of productive scientific discourse and ways 
to build a classroom culture that deepens 
student learning through intentional 
supports for speakers and listeners.

• Teaching investigations provide a window 
into the classroom with teaching cases 
that incorporate student work and present 
instructional challenges for analysis. Learn 
how students think about systems and 
how they typically engage in modeling. 
Examine the intructional tradeoffs of 
common Earth system models. 

Matter for teachers of grades 5–12

July 9–13 (travel and $450 stipend available)

• Science Investigations offer adult-level, 
hands-on explorations that delve into 
the topic of matter by first exploring 
phenomena and then working toward 
explaining those phenomena with 
particle-level models. Investigate classic 
topics such as the properties of matter, 
chemical reactions, physical changes, and 
periodic tables in new ways.

• Literacy Investigations focus on building 
skills for reading complex informational 
texts (e.g., scientific explanations, data 
representations). Explore a variety of 
reading strategies that deepen students’ 
science learning.

• Teaching investigations provide a window 
into the classroom with teaching cases 
that incorporate student work and 
present instructional challenge. Analyze 
tradeoffs of various scientific models used 
to teach about matter and examine the 
role of phenomena-based instruction.

We invite you to apply by April ll, 2018 via: STEM.idaho.gov/grants 
For more information about Making Sense of SCIENCE visit: WestEd.org/MSS
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